
PERCENTS ON TAKS  

NAME and CLASS PD___________________________________ 

 

1. 

 

 
Rule out answers with logic:  If he only 
has 10 times to make free throws, can 
he make 58 free throws?  ________ 
If he only makes 58%, can he make all 
10 of them?  __________ 
 
Circle the “of” in the problem.  Of what? 
_____________  How many were 
there?______  Change the percent to a 
decimal___________  and fill in the 
spaces in our formula.  Put an x in the 
space for our unknown variable.   
 
Now use the formula:                        
 
               ______= ______   _____ 

  
 

2. 

 

 
Rule out answers with logic:  Will they 
just be paying $186 each month?  
________  Since their combined income 
is less than 6k, will they be paying 
$18,566?______   
 
Now use the formula 
________=________ ________ 

 
Circle the “of”.  Of what?__________ Fill 
it in the formula.  Change the percent to 
decimal______%-=________.  Use an x 
for our variable and solve.   
 
 
 

3. 

 

 
Rule out answers with logic; use the 
formula: 
 
________=________ ________ 
 
The agent gets 5% of 
what?_______________ 
Do we know the selling price?  This is 
our variable x.   
 
 
 
 
 

 



4.   

 

 
So where is the percent?  Remember 35 
cents is 35% of a dollar.  Fill in the 
formula.   
 
________=________ ________ 
                                 
There is no “of”, but words like per and 
each are the same as “of”.  So, .35 
of_______________________ 
 
We don’t know the pounds of glass so this 
is our variable x. 
Fill in the 500 and solve. 
 

5. 

 

 
“of”  what__________________ 
 

If your answer is 9.6, you 
stepped into a trap!!  Show your work 
below. 
 

6. 

 

 
Formula:  
________=________ ________ 
 
This will give us the tax.   Now find the 
cost of the video and tax:  3.95 
+_______=________ 
 
Each video with tax is approximately 
$________ 
 
How many can he buy?__________ 
 
Can you round up in a situation like 
this?______ 
 

7. 

 

 
The key on this problem is to be able to 
correctly change the percentage.  Sorry, 
but if you cannot change a percent into a 
decimal correctly, you will never get 
percent problems correct.   
 
What is 6% in decimal 
form?_____________ 
 
 
 

 



SOMETIMES IT TAKES MORE THAN ONE STEP TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS 

8. 

 

 
1. How many have brown hair?___ 

 
Formula:  
________=________ ________ 
 

2. Subtract the brown heads from 
the total.  How many are left? 
_______-______=______ 
 

3. Of the leftovers, 12.5% have red 
hair.   

Formula:  
________=________ ________ 

 
Answer?_____________ 
 
 

9. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
What are we looking for?  The tip or the 
change?________ 
 

1. How much is the tip?______ 
Formula:  
________=________ ________ 

 
2. How much was the haircut plus 

the tip?________________ 
 

3. If he paid with a $20, how much 
was left? 
 
 

 

  



10. 

 
 
 

 

 

11. 

 
12. 

 

 
This year’s tickets 
were_____________by 15%.  Does 
this mean to add, subtract, multiply, or 
divide?________________ 
 
Change the percentage to a 
decimal.____ 
 
This eliminates 2 answers 
_____&_____ 
 
“Increase” Does this mean to add, 
subtract, multiply, or 
divide?___________ 
 
What percent was increased?______in 
decimal form_____  So this eliminates 
answers _____ &_____ 
 
So, what is left?___________ 

 

  

 



Using the Store program: 
13. 

 
 
 
Determine which answer is correct.  Now, 
when the problems are more complicated 
or if you get confused here is a way to 
calculate which answer is most 
reasonable.  

1. Change the 7% to a decimal and 
cross out the 2 wrong answers.   

2. Look at the remaining 2 answers.  
Pick out an amount the Mrs. F 
earns.  Let’s say $40,000 

3. Type in the calculator 40000.  Press 
store: STO   X 

 
 

 

 

 
4. Now type in             

______________ 
5. Now type in             

___________________ 
 

Which answer makes 
sense?____________ 
 
If we were to have done this for F.  
          
That is a ____ dollar raise.   
For            , we get a really crazy 
number. 

 

14. 

 

 
First, change 15% to a decimal and cross 
out the stupid answers. 
 
You have three left. 
Pick an amount that the shirt might 
costs…how about $40 
 
Type in 40 Press Store  and “p”  using the 
alpha keys. 
 
Now, type in               ______   
Is that reasonable? _________ 
 
Now type in               _________ 
Is that reasonable? __________ 
 
Now type in            ____________ 
Is that reasonable?_________________ 
 
Which answer makes sense????? ____  
 
.15p is the amount needed to be taken off 
the original price!  
 

 


